MICHAEL OLSON MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION
WSATA-CCAP will award one scholarship each year to a qualified applicant to cover registration fees for one of the following: WSATA course 100, 101, or 102. Only appraisers employed by a WSATA member state who are seeking or maintaining Unitary Appraisal Certification will be considered for this scholarship.

	APPLICANT INFORMATION

	

	Name:
	[bookmark: Text1][bookmark: _GoBack]     

	Address:
	[bookmark: Text2]     

	City: 
	     
	State:      
	[bookmark: Text11]Zip:      

	Phone:
	[bookmark: Text4]                                                                                      
	Email:      

	Employer:
	     

	

	INSTRUCTIONS

	

	
· Complete application and include statement of need. 
· Return application by December 1 prior to the course the following January.
· Please email completed documents to: anhaller@mt.gov.


	WSATA COURSES

	

	Please check the course you would like to attend if selected:

	

	

	[bookmark: Check1]|_| Course 100 (Principles of Unitary Appraisal)          
	
	

	[bookmark: Check2]|_| Course 101 (Advanced Class-Special Topics)         
	
	

	[bookmark: Check3]|_| Course 102 (Principles of Property Tax Auditing)    
	
	

	
	

	SIGNATURE

	

	|_| I am pursuing the Unitary Appraisal Certification


	Applicant Signature   
	                                                                   
	[bookmark: Text14]Date        

	

	STATEMENT OF NEED

	
Please include a brief narrative description justifying your need for financial assistance:


	


     













	REQUIREMENTS


	• Applicants must be employed by a WSATA member state and pursing or maintaining the Unitary Appraisal Certification.
• Applicants must submit a statement of need for the scholarship.
• Applicants must submit the required application form by December 1, prior to the January School of the next year.
• Scholarship award is for one registration fee for the WSATA course of their choice (100, 101, 102). Travel and lodging costs are the recipient’s responsibility.
• Scholarship recipients will be ineligible for another award for a period of two years.
• Applicants who decline the scholarship after approval must reapply for future consideration.

Direct questions regarding the Michael Olson Memorial Scholarship to Angie Haller, WSATA-CCAP Education Chair, 406.444.2515 or anhaller@mt.gov.

Authority to grant scholarships shall be the responsibility of the Scholarship Committee. With the approval of the Scholarship Committee, the CCAP Officers or its designee has the authority to approve checks to fund the scholarships.

	Michael Olson (Mike) was an Oregon native who attended the University of Oregon where he graduated with a degree in accounting. He was an avid Oregon “Ducks” fan his whole life. Mike was also a Certified Public Accountant (CPA). He landed an appraiser position in his early employable years and the rest is history.  

Mike started working at the Oregon Department of Revenue (Department) in October 1991 as a tax auditor. In 1994 he became an appraiser and in 2000, he was promoted to team lead on the Centrally Assessed Appraisal Team—where he worked the rest of his life. Mike’s accomplishments at the Department and other organizations are numerous—it would take a book to list them all. He was invaluable to any program that he participated in. 

Besides appraising, Mike’s other love was providing solutions to processes using his vast computer knowledge. He created several templates in the early 90’s that, with a few tweaks, are still being used. He created three user-friendly databases that process substantial information and which have significantly reduced the amount of time it takes to appraise a large number of companies. Processes that used to take months to complete can be completed in one month…or less. 

He used to say that he created all these solutions because he was basically lazy, but we all know better. Mike was very busy, very creative, and very much into process improvement!
[image: ]
In 2004, Mike started instructing at the Western States Association of Tax Administrator’s (WSATA) School in Logan, Utah, where he taught the Basic Income Approach course, as well as assisted in the advanced class as necessary. 

Mike participated in the rewrite of the WSATA Handbook which outlines unitary appraisal methods and is used by many western states as a guideline for their own unitary valuation programs. 

He also represented Oregon in Wichita, Kansas at the Wichita State University Conference on Unitary Valuation where he was asked to sit in on two different instructional panel discussions.

Mike was the father of two grown sons, Thomas and Mitch, who both serve in the US Army. He was also a grandfather to four grandchildren. They were his pride and joy! 

Mike left a legacy of hard work, dedication to his profession, and the desire to never stop learning.

The Western States Association of Tax Administrators Committee on Centrally Assessed Properties honor Mike’s legacy with this scholarship. 
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